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SHORT TAKES

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Supreme
Court on Wednesday refused

to pass an order on an
urgent listing of a plea filed
by the West Bengal govern-

ment that has accused the
CBI of going ahead with its

probe into post-poll violence
cases without securing the

stipulated sanction from the
state. Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, representing the West

Bengal government, told a
bench of Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud and Justices

J.B. Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra that the matter had

been adjourned nine times.
He told the court that the
matter was listed before a

bench headed by Justice
B.R. Gavai. “The matter is

coming up, but we are
before the Constitution

Bench. If it can be heard on
Wednesday or Thursday,” he
said. To this, the CJI said, “I

am not in charge of the mat-
ter. You go before that

bench, they will take a call.
We are not passing 

any orders.”

BBeerrhhaammppoorree:: A 65-year-old
Congress worker died after

he was assaulted by the
Trinamul Congress support-
ers in Murshidabad of West

Bengal. On Tuesday, the TMC
workers organized an assis-
tance drive for the 100-day
job scheme at Nazranapur
village in Raninagar. Some
Congress workers taunted

them from their fellow
Enamul Mondal’s grocery
shop, which led between

them a clash, in which TMC
worker, Bajlur Rahaman, was
injured. He was admitted to

a hospital. Later on,  TMC
workers dragged Enamul out
of his shop and beat him up

mercilessly. Enamul was later
found lying unconscious with

injuries. His wife Alia Bibi
said, “We want justice and

demand exemplary punish-
ment to those who have

killed my husband.”

TMC workers assault
Cong supporter, dies 

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: Senior
Bharatiya Janata Party

leader and defence minister
Rajnath Singh will, on

Thursday, pay a one-day visit
to Odisha to assess the

party’s preparedness for the
general elections 2024 and

address three political rallies
to boost the party’s electoral

prospects. According to
state BJP president

Manmohan Samal, Mr Singh
will arrive at Nabarangpur in

the morning from
Chhattisgarh, where he will
address party workers and

leaders. From Nabarangpur,
he will fly to Berhampur in

Ganjam district and Baripada
in Mayurbhanj district and

address public rallies. Apart
from this, the defence minis-

ter will also meet retired
Army officers and jawans

and later interact with party
office bearers in state 
capital Bhubaneswar.

Rajnath to address
rallies in Odisha

SC refuses order on
TMC plea against CBI
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The Enforcement Directorate
on Wednesday grilled TMC

Ghatal MP and actor Deepak
Adhikary alias Dev here for

over seven hours in connec-
tion with his alleged involve-
ment in a money laundering

case linked to a cattle smug-
gling scam. The TMC law-

maker appeared before the
agency around 11am and

came out around 7pm. While
going to the agency office in

the morning, Mr Adhikary
said he has nothing to hide.

He refused to divulge the
details of the questioning
when he came out in the
evening and said that he

appeared before the agency
in the past and will again

come if asked by the ED. The
financial probe agency on

February 15 issued him a
summons asking him to

appear to record his state-
ment in this case. Earlier, Mr
Adhikary had assured com-

plete cooperation and readi-
ness to address all queries

posed by the ED. Before this,
he was also  questioned by

the CBI as a key witness in a
cattle smuggling case. The
ED has also questioned the
prime accused of this case

Enamul Haque and Mr
Adhikary had already  clari-
fied that he does not know
Enamul Haque and has not

engaged in any 
financial transactions.

ED GRILLS TMC
MP FOR 7 HRS 
IN GRAFT CASE

IIn the passing of Fali
Nariman, India has lost
a legal luminary, who,

in testing times, kept the
flame of liberty and free-
dom alive by his fearless
advocacy of the nation’s
liberal and libertarian
conscience.

Apart from his powerful
advocacy and defence of
human rights on several
occasions, in and outside
the courts, his contribu-

tion to the Supreme
Court’s constitutional
jurisprudence impinging
on several other important
issues, particularly those
concerning the accounta-
bility of constitutional
power, is etched in the
national consciousness.

His sterling qualities of
head and heart earned
him the respect of not only
his close colleagues but of
all those who came into
contact with him. My asso-
ciation with Fali started
when we appeared on the
opposite sides in the
Bhopal gas leakage case,
in which Mr Nariman was
representing Union
Carbide. Even though I

was much junior to him at
the Bar, he was unfailing
in extending professional
courtesies to me.

He had recently con-
tributed a blurb for my lat-
est book, released in
December last year. On
one of my visits to his res-
idence a few months ago,
he presented me with a
copy of Lord Hailsham’s
handwritten book, a rare
book indeed. 

I was reluctant to let Fali,
as all of us at the Bar affec-
tionately addressed him,
part with this prized pos-
session but he insisted
with his irresistible affec-
tion. This book, on my
desktop, remains as a liv-

ing memory of a privi-
leged association with a
fine human being with a
large heart.

Despite his professional

preoccupations, Fali never
missed a sitting of the
Rajya Sabha, of which I
was also a member during
a part of his tenure. He

had a strong sense of pub-
lic duty and was ever will-
ing to sacrifice personal
interest for a public cause.

Frugal in his ways, never
ever to flaunt wealth or
status, he was upright,
humble, affectionate and
compassionate. His sharp
intellect sometimes made
him irritable with legal
submissions or drafting
mistakes, but his displeas-
ure never lasted more than
a few minutes. And he was
always forgiving of inad-
vertent mistakes.

During my last conversa-
tion with him, a few
months ago, he was con-
cerned about the state of
our politics and the

nation. A gentleman to the
core, Mr Nariman, the
jurist, parliamentarian
and humanist, will be
sorely missed. He will, of
course, live in our imagi-
nation through fond mem-
ories of a life lived to the
full. 

The nation’s high civil-
ian honour, the Padma
Vibhushan, conferred on
Fali Nariman for his pub-
lic service, makes him a
part of the nation’s collec-
tive consciousness.

Farewell, Fali. May the
Lord Almighty rest your
soul in peace.

The writer is a former
Union law minister

A legal giant who kept the flame of liberty alive
FALI S. NARIMAN (1929-2024)
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The Congress may field
party MLAs in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls in
Madhya Pradesh.

Sources said that the
panel of prospective
candidates prepared by
the state unit of the
Congress for 26 out of
the 29 LS seats in
Madhya Pradesh so far
comprises at least 14 sit-
ting MLAs of the party.

One mayor of a munic-
ipality corporation in
the state and 14 party
MLAs have figured in
the panel of prospective
candidates, a senior
Congress functionary
told this newspaper.

Congress likely
to  field MLAs in
LS polls in MP

PAWAN BBALI 
NEW DELHI, FEB. 21 

In one of the most hard
hitting statements
against China, defence
secretary  Giridhar
Aramane on Wednesday
said India is standing
against a bully in a very
determined fashion. 

“The possibility that we
may encounter a similar
situation what we faced
in 2020, is keeping us
active all the time,” said

Mr Aramane at the India-
US Defence Acceleration
Ecosystem (Indus-X)
Summit organised in
New Delhi.

He said that what helped
India during its face-off
with China was the intel-
ligence, and the situation-
al awareness US equip-
ment and US government
helped with. 

“The strong resolve that
we support each other in
the face of a common
threat is going to be of

critical importance to
us,” said Mr Aramane. 

“India is giving face-off
to our neighbour in
almost all the fronts we
have with them.
Wherever there is a
mountain pass, we are

stationed there to face the
eventuality. Wherever
there is a road we have to
be ready there. So that
way we are there. We are
standing against a bully
in a very determined
fashion,” said the defence
secretary. 

“We expect that our
friend, US, will be there
with us in case we need
their support. It’s a must
for us, we have to do it
whether we can or we
can’t, we have to do that,”

Mr Aramane said. 
“We greatly appreciate

the support and the
resolve from our friends
in supporting us in such
an event, basically the
information, intelligence
and any support by way of
equipment will be of
great use to us,” he added. 

He said that India and
the United States are key
stakeholders in the Indo-
Pacific region, bound by
shared values and com-
mon interests.

‘India is standing against a bully in determined way’
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With elections in the air,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is all set to inaugu-
rate and lay the founda-
tion stone of multiple
development projects
worth over `61,000 crores
during his visit to
Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh on February 22
and 23 respectively.

In a statement the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO)
said while the Prime
Minister will inaugurate,
lay the foundation stone
and initiate work com-
mencement of multiple
development projects
worth over `48,000 crores
in Gujarat, he will also
launch and inaugurate
projects worth over
`13,000 crores for trans-
forming Varanasi and its
adjoining areas.

On February 22, Mr
Modi will participate in
the golden jubilee cele-
bration of the Gujarat
Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation
(GCMMF) in Ahmedabad.

In afternoon, he will
reach Mahesana and per-
form “pooja” and “dar-
shan” at the Valinath
Mahadev temple, and
will participate in a pub-
lic function in Tarabh,
Mahesana, where he will
inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of mul-
tiple development proj-
ects worth over `8,350
crore.

Later on, the PM will
reach Navsari, where he
will inaugurate, lay foun-
dation stone and initiate
work commencement of

multiple development
projects worth around
`17,500 crores.  In the
evening, Mr Modi will
visit the Kakrapar
Atomic Power Station
and dedicate to the nation
two new Pressurised
Heavy Water Reactors
(PHWRs).

On February 23, he will
participate in a  prize dis-
tribution programme for
the winners of Sansad
Sanskrit Pratiyogita in
Banaras Hindu Univer-
sity in Varanasi in Uttar
Pradesh.

He will perform
“pooja”and “darshan” at
Sant Guru Ravidas
Janmasthali and will also
attend a public function
commemorating the 647th
birth anniversary of Sant
Guru Ravidas.

The Prime Minister will
attend a public function
where he will inaugurate
and lay the foundation
stone of multiple develop-
ment projects worth over
`13,000 crores in
Varanasi.

Modi to inaugurate
projects in Guj, UP
worth over `61K-cr

Ashwani
Kumar

RAKESH KK. SSINGH
NEW DELHI, FEB. 21

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday led
the nation in condoling
the death of legal doyen
Fali S. Nariman and said
he had devoted his life to
making justice accessible
to common citizens. 

The distinguished jurist
and eminent lawyer died
in Delhi on Wednesday at
the age of 95. He was suf-
fering from multiple ail-
ments, including heart
disease.

“Shri Fali Nariman Ji
was among the most out-
standing legal minds and
intellectuals. He devoted
his life to making justice
accessible to common citi-
zens,” Mr Modi said in a
post on X.

The Prime Minister said,
“I am pained by his pass-
ing away. My thoughts are
with his family and admir-
ers. May his soul rest in

peace.”
Chief Justice of India

D.Y. Chandrachud
mourned his death, saying
he was a “great giant of an
intellectual”.

As soon as the day’s pro-
ceedings began in the
apex court, the CJI told
attorney-general R.
Venkataramani, “Mr
Attorney General, we
mourn the sad demise and
passing away of Fali
Nariman. He was a great
giant of an intellectual.”

Vice-president Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla and

Union law minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal also con-
doled the death of the
noted jurist, saying it is an
irreparable loss for the
legal fraternity.

“Deeply saddened by his
demise. My heartfelt con-
dolences to his family
members and the legal fra-
ternity on this unbridge-
able loss. His legacy and
contribution will always
serve as a guiding light to
the nation at large,” Mr
Dhankhar said.

The Congress also con-
doled his death, with for-
mer party president Rahul

Gandhi saying his contri-
butions have not only
shaped landmark cases,
but also inspired genera-
tions of jurists to uphold
the sanctity of the
Constitution and civil lib-
erties.

“His contributions have
not only shaped landmark
cases, but have also
inspired generations of
jurists to uphold the sanc-
tity of our Constitution
and civil liberties,” the
Congress leader said. May
his commitment to justice
and fairness continue to
guide us, even in his
absence,” Mr Gandhi said.

In a post on X, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said the death of
eminent jurist Fali S.
Nariman, is a huge loss to
the legal system. 

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh
said, “He was a superb
parliamentarian.”

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, FEB. 21 

World’s first “Vedic
Clock”, billed as a testa-
ment to the fusion of tech-
nology and tradition, is all
set to be unveiled in the
holy city of Ujjain in
Madhya Pradesh on
March 1 this year.

Sources said efforts are
being made to get the
clock inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi virtually.

“The Vedic Clock, sched-
uled to be installed at the
historic Jantar-Mantar in
Ujjain, aims to reintro-
duce the ancient Indian
system of timekeeping to
the contemporary world”,
Dr Sri Ram Tiwari, direc-
tor of Ujjain-based Maha-
raja Vikramaditya
Research Institute, told
this newspaper on

Wednesday.
The institute has devel-

oped the concept of the
clock, Dr Tiwari said.

Arohan, a software unit
run by Lucknow-based
engineer Aroh Srivastav,
designed the clock with
research data shared by
the institute, the director
added.

A huge LED screen
which will be installed at
the 85-ft high tower at
Jantar-Mantar, located in
the campus of the 300-
year-old Jiwaji
Observatory in Ujjain,
will serve as the unique
Vedic Clock.

According to him, the
clock will display Indian

Standard Time (IST),
Greenwich Mean Time
(GMT), and vedic time,
simultaneously.

The clock will be fixed
on the basis of the princi-
ples of vedic time calcula-
tion.

Changes in the timings
of sunrise and sunset in
different places in the
country and the world will
also be synchronised in
the clock.

The clock is designed to
display time in 30
“Muhurats”, a unit of
time in the vedic system
that divides day into 30
equal parts.

Besides hours, minutes
and seconds, the clock will
provide a view of celestial
ballet, including move-
ments of planets and
stars, solar and lunar
eclipses, and the precise
positioning of celestial
bodies.
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The Congress on
Wednesday moved the
Income-Tax Appellate
Tribunal (ITAT) against
the recovery of `65
crores from its accounts
in different banks and
alleged that the I-T
department had “with-
drawn” the sum “unde-
mocratically” even
when the case pertain-
ing to their return for
previous years is sub
judice.

The income-tax depart-
ment on Tuesday recov-
ered `65 crores of the
total outstanding tax
dues of `115 crores.
Party treasurer Ajay
Maken claimed “democ-
racy will be over if the
action of probe agencies
goes unchecked” and
said the Congress has
full faith in the judiciary.

“Yesterday, the I-T
Department mandated
banks to transfer over
`65 crores from
@INCIndia, IYC, and
NSUI accounts to the
government — `5 crores
from IYC and NSUI, and
`60.25 crores from INC,
marking a concerning
move by the BJP
Government,” Mr
Maken said in a post on
his X account.

“Is it common for
National Political
Parties to pay Income
Tax? No. Does the BJP
pay Income Tax? No.
Why then is the
Congress Party facing
an unprecedented
demand of `210 crores?
During today’s ITAT pro-
ceedings, we presented
our case ,” he added.

‘I-T dept has
withrawn `65cr
from Congress
bank accounts’

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, FEB. 21

Union home minister
Amit Shah is set to blow
the bugle for the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections,
due in April-May, in
Chhattisgarh’s Janjgir on
Thursday.

Mr Shah is scheduled to
arrive in Raipur from
Delhi by flight at around
12.25 pm on Thursday and
then fly to Kondagaon
under Bastar in
Chhattisgarh, where he
will attend a meeting of
the cluster in-charges of
the BJP to review prepa-
rations for the ensuing
Lok Sabha polls in the

state, a BJP spokesman
said on Wednesday.

Sources said that the
meeting would deliberate
on the prospective candi-
dates for 11 LS seats in
Chhattisgarh.

The meeting is also set
to prepare the strategy for
the upcoming LS polls in
the state, sources said.

Mr Shah is scheduled to

fly to Janjgir from
Kondagaon to address a
public meeting.

He is also scheduled to
hold a meeting of senior
BJP leaders in the state in
Janjgir after the public
meeting before leaving for
Delhi on Thursday
evening, sources said.

The BJP had won nine
out of 11 LS seats in the
2019 polls. The two LS
seats that went to the
Congress in the last polls
were Bastar (ST) and
Janjgir-Champa.

The BJP, which returned
to power in Chhattisgarh
in the November
Assembly polls, is eyeing
to sweep the upcoming LS
polls in the state.

MANOJ AANAND
GUWAHATI, FEB. 21

A day after Mizoram chief
minister Lalduhoma’s
appeal to civil societies
and the public to remain
calm on the issue of scrap-
ping the free movement
regime (FMR) and fencing
along the Indo-Myanmar
border, the NGO
Coordination Committee
(NGOCC) on Wednesday
held a massive protest
demonstration in Aizawl,
asking the Centre to
reconsider its decision.

It is significant that the
NGOCC is a conglomerate
of the Young Mizo
Association (YMA), Mizo
Hmeichhe Insuihkhawm
Pawl (MHIP) or women’s
organisation, Mizoram
Upa Pawl (MUP) or elders’

association,  Zirlai Pawl
(MZP) or students’ federa-
tion and Mizo Students’
Union (MSU).

Asserting that the FMR
is a vital mechanism in
maintaining the ethnic
and cultural linkages
between the Mizo people
living on both sides of the
border with Myanmar, the
leaders of the coordina-
tion committee said that
ending the FMR and fenc-

ing the border would have
detrimental effects on the
ethnic and cultural con-
nections, disrupting the
harmonious coexistence
and cultural exchange
that has been integral to
the lives of the Mizo peo-
ple living in both sides of
the two neighbouring
countries. The leaders
also accused Manipur
chief minister N. Biren
Singh of pressing New
Delhi for this move. The
NGOCC threatened to
intensify the agitation if
the Centre fails to scrap
the move. 

Earlier, Mr Lalduhoma
told reporters that he had
discussed the issue of the
proposed removal of the
FMR and border fencing
with Union home minister
Amit Shah extensively.

The CM said, “While the
Union home minister did
not explicitly confirm the
abandonment of the bor-
der fencing or the reten-
tion of FMR, based on our
discussions, I am opti-
mistic that the Indo-
Myanmar border in
Mizoram will not be
fenced. I urge all stake-
holders not to panic.
There is no cause for
alarm.” He also informed
that he recently met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Mr Shah and
apprised them of the
state’s sentiment. 

Meanwhile, the Mizo
National Front, the largest
Opposition party, said the
party vehemently opposed
the termination of FMR
and fencing of Mizoram-
Myanmar border.

World’s 1st Vedic Clock to
be unveiled in Ujjain Mar. 1

Shah to sound poll bugle in
C’garh today, address rally

■ Modi may inaugurate event via virtual mode

Mizos protest Indo-Myanmar fencing
■ CM, protestors demand Centre to reconsider its decision

◗ ◗ TTHHEE PPMM will initiate
commencement of proj-
ects worth over `48K-cr
in Gujarat and those of
over `13K-cr in Uttar
Pradesh

◗ ◗ TThe clock will display
Indian Standard Time,
Greenwich Mean Time
and vedic time simulta-
neously

◗ ◗ WWEE HHOOPPEE our friend,
US, will be there with us
in case we need their
support. It’s a must for
us, we have to do it, the
defence secretary said.

TRIBUTE

Narendra Modi

Amit Shah

Lalduhawma

In this January 5, 2024 file photo, Supreme Court senior
advocate Fali S. Nariman delivering the 28th Justice
Sunanda Bhandare Memorial Lecture in Delhi. — PTI

We mourn the
sad demise and
passing away of

Fali Nariman. He was
a great giant of an
intellectual.

— D.Y.
Chandrachud, 

Chief Justice of India

Fali Nariman Ji was
among the most
outstanding legal

minds. He devoted his
life to making justice
accessible to common
citizens.

— Narendra Modi, 
Prime Minister

Most outstanding legal mind: Modi,
CJI, others condole Nariman’s death
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